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Abstract: A survey of the freshwater turtle trade in Hainan was conducted during 2002-2004. Theresults
show that trade in wild turtles occurs in all cities and counties of Hainan. A tota of 22 markets selling tur-
tles were found, accounting for 19.6% of the total markets investigated and trade in wild turtles was found to
exist in 64 towns, accounting for 65.3% of the total towns investigated. A total of 103 wild turtle purchas-
ing stations were discovered, comprising 489 wild individuals and 10 local species (more than 90% of
Hainan's freshwater turtle species). Of the 10 turtle species, 3 are designated as grade 11 key state-protected
species and 6 listed on Appendix Il of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES). According to the China Red Data Book of Endangered Animals. Amphibia and Reptilia, 1 is criti-
cally endangered, 8 endangered and 1 vulnerable in China.  According to the number of individuals found
in this survey, Pyxidea mouhotii, Cuora galbinifrons, Sacalia quadriocellata, Ocadia sinensis are relatively
abundant; Platysternon megacephalum, Geoemyda spengleri, Pelodiscus sinensis are rare; Cuora trifadiata,
Mauremysmutica, and Pal ea steindachneri are criticdly rare. The market prices of these turtle species vary
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widely, ranging from RMB80-120 per kilogram in S. quadriocellata to RMB18 000-36 000 per kilogram in

C. trifasciata. From 2002 to 2004, the prices have risen to a varying degree.

This study shows that the wild

turtle trade is widespread in Hainan. The demand of the trade has led to over-collecting, which is the larg-
est threat to the freshwater turtles of Hainan. Here the status, reasons, and negative impacts of wild turtle
trade are discussed and possible suggestions for effective management and conservation are presented.

Key words: freshwater turtle, collecting, threat, conservation
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Table 1 The species and number of freshwater turtles found in Hainan
MAEEE(R) Wife s TRAP 21 CITES [} %
L/ Number of individu- Endangerment Protection CITES
Species als class category Appendix

T4 £t Cuora galbinifrons 84 EN il
=&pFEfa C. trifasciata 5 CR I 11
Hifs Geoemyda spengleri 41 EN I

FEMEPLK L Mauremys mutica 7 EN II
HEE 8 Ocadia sinensis 58 EN

St Platysternon megacephalum 16 EN I
Bk 6 Pyxidea mouhotii 177 EN I
VONR BE7K 2 Sacalia quadriocellata 82 EN

F4E# Pelodiscus sinensis 16 VU

1% ¥ Palea steindachneri 3 EN Il

* CR: W f& Critically endangered; EN: #if& Endangered; VU: % f& Vulnerable
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Table 2 The status of freshwater turtle trade in the cities and counties of Hainan
WARH TR AERA LR W 2 R LN PR T TR
No. of markets T %% & Market No. of towns ¥ Towns with No. of purchasing
investigated with turtles investigated turtle trade stations

##1 Haikou 21 7 10 5 3

3B Wenchang 8 1 8 4 5

= 1. Sanya 4 2 4 3 5

{f& il Danzhou 6 1 5 3 8

%77 Dongfang 5 1 4 1 4

737 Wanning 4 1 4 3 7

BEi#F Qionghai 12 2 11 8 9

T35 1 Wuzhishan 4 0 4 2 3

B9 Qiongzhong 8 1 8 6 11

i & Tunchang 3 0 3 2 4

{5 Baoting 5 0 5 5 6

F% /K Lingshui 4 0 4 3 3

JRZ< Ledong 3 1 3 2 4

17} Baisha 5 1 5 4 6

{1 Changjiang 3 1 3 2 8

IIfi 5 Lingao 5 0 5 4 5

SE % Ding’an 6 2 6 4 6

¥ 1 Chengmai 6 1 6 3 6

il Total 112 22 (19.6%) 98 64 (65.3%) 103
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